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Enumeration

One of the few surviving records from the early years of the District of
Maple Ridge is a notebook with the results of an enumeration of the
people of Maple Ridge. It lists the names of the main residents and
counts spouses, children, sons and daughters, lodgers, employees and
soldiers. It shows the number of horses, cattle, hogs, goats, poultry
and bees on the premises. It tells us whether the main residents were
freeholders, tenants, or homesteaders. And it also lists the Japanese,
Chinese or “Hindoo” residents. Residents of the “Indian Reserves”
were not counted. This survey is a great resource for historians.

The record shows that at the time the survey was done, the total popu-
lation of Maple Ridge was 2210 individuals. However, there is an error
in the document, and after correction (see page 5) the total comes
down to 2120. The information collected was arranged by township
and Hammond and (Port) Haney were enumerated separately.

The notebook does not show when the census was held, but it is obvi-
ous that it was done during the First World War. The record shows
that 137 men had left Maple Ridge to serve King and country. By then
around half a dozen had already lost their lives in the Great War.
John Arnold Pope, the son of Chief Constable Edmund Pope, Maple
Ridge’s first policeman, was dead when the survey was done. He died
in November 1916. The next soldier from Maple Ridge to die would
be Robert Fletcher of Whonnock, who was killed in August of 1917.
He was overseas but still alive when the census was held. Therefore
the time of the survey is framed by these two dates—after November
1916 and before August 1917.

The following pages show transcripts of the pages of the notebook
and copies of the pages of the original. Incorrect spelling of names in
the original pages and poor legibility may have resulted in occasional
inaccuracies in names in the transcripts.

Around the time of this census, the District tried to attract more in-
vestment and residents, as is reflected in a story “Seventy-two square
miles of Prosperity” in The British Columbian of 2 January 1917 under
the names of N. S. Lougheed, Reeve, and D. C. Webber, Clerk, Port
Haney. A transcript of the text of the article, painting a rosy picture of
Maple Ridge, is included on pages 98 and 99.

Fred Braches

Robert Fletcher, who died in
France on August 29, 1917.
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Transcripts

Accumulated totals page

[Port] Hammond pages
[Port] Haney pages
Township 9 pages
Township 12 pages

Township 14 and 15 pages

5
6-7
8-9

10 — 12 West of 216th Street
13— 18 Between 216th and 264 Street
19 — 21 Between 264 Street and Pitt River.

Township 14 is the part south of g6th
Avenue along the Fraser River.

Copies of Originals

Accumulated totals pages
[Port] Hammond pages
[Port] Haney pages
Township 9 pages
Township 12 pages

Township 14 and 15 pages

24 — 25
26 - 35
36-43
44 =57
58 — 81
84— 95
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Enumeration: Maple Ridge in 1917 | Fred Braches

Soldiers not enumerated above:

Bumacombe(?) V.C. (Haney); Couper, |as.; Frees, L.H.; Sharpe, Ray; Sharpe, G (T 12)

Married men 347
Single men 71
Widowers 18
Male lodgers not otherwise enumerated 32
Male employees not otherwise enumerated 35
Male adults 593
Children male 467
MALES
Married women 342
Widows 22
Lodgers 33
Employees not otherwise enumerated 34
Female adults 431
Children female 402

FEMALES
TOTAL WHITE POPULATION

JAPANESE

CHINESE
HINDOO

TOTAL POPULATION

[should be 503]
1060 [should be 970]
833
1893 [should be 1803]
241
62
14

2210 [should be 2120]
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Hammond 34 7 2 36 2 33 42 6 7 0 39 12
Haney 34 g8 3 35 3 46 42 7 8 30 8 2
Township 9 61 5 2 58 2 79 79 6 13 8 8 0
Township 12 148 34 8 147 10 233 171 33 28 131 7 0
Township 14 & 15 70 17 3 66 5 76 68 13 13 0 0 0
347 71 18 342 22 467 402 65 69 241 62 14
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Hammond 9 26 16 10 0 11 1730 O 32 14 0
Haney 26 19 12 9 0 12 655 0 33 14 0
Township 9 23 112 210 104 0 45 6611 24 64 21 0
Township 12 52 224 321 261 67 249 14404 7 199 30 4
Township 14 & 15 23 53 85 438 0O 55 5568 0 80 9 4
133 434 644 432 67 372 28968 31 408 88 8
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Hammond
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Hammond
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Haney
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Haney
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Township g
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Townships 14 & 15
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Townships 14 & 15
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Townships 14 & 15
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Worksheet Haney

A worksheet used to accumulate total numbers. Other worksheets can be found on pages 35
(Hammond) , 57 (Township g), 84 (Township 12), and 85 (Township 15)

Whonnock Community Association
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Copies of pages of the
original enumeration
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Total District
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Hammond
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Hammond
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2/5
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Hammond
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3/5
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Hammond
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Hammond
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Haney
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Haney
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Haney
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Haney
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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Township ¢
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717
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Township 12

Whonnock Community Association



Enumeration: Maple Ridge in 1917 | Fred Braches 59

I/12

Whonnock Community Association



60 Whonnock Notes No. 17

Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12

Whonnock Community Association



Enumeration: Maple Ridge in 1917 | Fred Braches 71

7/12

Whonnock Community Association



72 Whonnock Notes No. 17

Township 12

Whonnock Community Association



Enumeration: Maple Ridge in 1917 | Fred Braches 73

3/12

Whonnock Community Association



74 Whonnock Notes No. 17

Township 12

Whonnock Community Association



Enumeration: Maple Ridge in 1917 | Fred Braches

75

9/12

Whonnock Community Association



76 Whonnock Notes No. 17

Township 12
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Township 12
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Township 12
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Worksheet Township 12
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Worksheet Township 14 and 15
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Township 14 & 15
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Township 14 & 15
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Township 14 & 15
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Township 14 & 15
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Township 14 & 15
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Seventy-two square miles of prosperity

The British Columbian 2 January 1917

Maple Ridge Section of the Weekly British Colum-
bian — N.S. Lougheed, Reeve; D.C. Webber, Clerk,
Port Haney

Maple Ridge, lying on the north bank of the Fraser River
about midway from the sea and the mountains contains 72
square miles of property and opportunity. Prosperity for the
300 people living in the municipality and opportunity for
three times that number to be just as prosperous. Of this
approximately 40,000 acres of land in the municipality,
10,000 are cleared and under cultivation. 10,000 are partially
cleared and in occupancy, and there is about 10,000 acres of
light clearing which can, with little cost, be brought under
the plow. The balance of the district, the northern portion, is
rough and timbered, and only in places is it arable and suit-
able for fruit culture.

Maple Ridge is essentially a district of small farms and fruit
ranches. There are a couple of hundred small holdings of
from five to twenty acres devoted to fruit, berries and poul-
try, and all the owners are making more than a comfortable
living—they are making money.

War years and depression has not hurt

Maple Ridge is unique in these years of war in that the
conflict has not seriously affected its prosperity. Its farms
have been cultivated profitable; its fruit has been picked and
marketed at a remunerative figure. Its lumber mills have op-
erated steadily. Its greenhouses have turned their thousands
of dollars worth of produce into the markets of Coast cities; its
logging camps have never shut down; its payroll, larger than
any other rural municipality in the Fraser Valley, has never
been reduced; its material prosperity has been great; its only
sorrow is in its 300 sons away on the business of the king and
country, many of them to remain.

Fruits, milk, potatoes worth a million

Fruit, dairying, root crops, and poultry and greenhouse
products aggregate more than $1,000,000 annually, and are
constantly increasing. Fruit is the principal crop, followed by
dairying. Berries alone cover more than 500 acres of small
farms and there are as many more acres devoted to larger
fruits, and many cars are dispatched yearly to Calgary and
Northwest prairie points, while Vancouver, but fifty miles
away, is within an hour and a half of Maple Ridge shippers,
who ship direct in smaller quantities.

Dairying is an important branch of agriculture in Maple
Ridge, and Vancouver takes daily all the cream and whole

milk that can be delivered to the various shipping stations.
Roots yield amazingly and potatoes are produced on the
higher lands that rival those of Ashcroft and find a ready mar-
ket at top prices.

Hugh greenhouses succeed

Every condition is just right in Maple Ridge for the production
of greenhouse stuff, and there are four large greenhouses in
the district supplying Vancouver and New Westminster with
hothouse products and with flowers. One greenhouse alone,
that of Brown Bros. At Port Haney, has ten acres under glass
devoted almost entirely to growing flowers for Vancouver.
Three other smaller greenhouses are in successful operation.

Clay products of district large

Of big modern brickyards there are four with an output of
400,000 daily. Two are now operating almost exclusively on
partition tiling for the Coast cities, though building bricks
and agricultural drain tile form an important part of their
output. Clay deposits are immense, sufficient to supply brick
and tile to build a thousand cities. This industry is capable
of great expansion which is looked for with a renaissance of
building in Vancouver and other Coast cities.

Logging and milling brings wealth

Maple Ridge is one of the most important districts in the
Fraser Valley from a logging and lumbering standpoint. There
are in the district three shingle mills with a combined output
of 250.000,000 shigles yearly. There are three sawmills with
an aggregated output of 25,000,000 feet of lumber annually,
and the Abernethy & Lougheed logging concern each year cut
40,000,000 feet of logs which are exported or worked up in
the local mills. The combined pay roll of logging camps and
mills reaches $500,000 per year and there is still a billion
and a half of timber within the municipality or adjacent to its
boundaries and within the sphere of local operations, enough
to keep the mills running for sixty years. There is six miles of
logging railway in the municipality which brings logs to mill
and river and this will be extended as occasion requires.

Haunt of hunters and of game

Maple Ridge is the haunt of hunters and myriads of water
fowl in season, the sloughs, ponds, small lakes and streams
being favoured feeding grounds for duck and brant on their
pilgrimage from the Artic southward in the autumn and early
winter. Pheasant shooting is good in season and the native
grouse, deer and bear are to be found in the wilder and more
rugged country just to the north and east of the district.

Whonnock Community Association
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Trout fishing is excellent, three of the finest trout streams

in British Columbia flowing through the municipality—the
Lillooet and North Lillooet river and Kanake [sic] creek. Com-
mercial fishing for salmon is an important business on the
Fraser in the season [for] several hundred fisher[men] along
the waterfront of Maple Ridge, their catch being collected
daily by boats from the canneries downstream.

Water supply secured for all time

Maple Ridge has secured water rights on the North Lillooet
[Alouette] river for the future of the district, the stream lend-
ing itself rapidly to this purpose; a small sum, comparatively,
only being necessary to dam the river and divert the water at
a height that will allow for gravity distribution to every farm
and home in Maple Ridge. To protect the supply for all time
to come, 10,000 acres at the head waters of this stream have
been placed in reserve by the Dominion Government and can
never be logged or occupied.

Schools and churches excellent

The district is well supplied with schools, there being nine
with seventeen teachers employed. There is a similar number
of churches, all the leading denominations being represented.
There are telephones serving the whole district, while electric
light and power can be had in every home and on every farm.
The generating plant of the Western Canada Power Company
is but a couple of miles from the eastern boundary of Maple
Ridge on the Lillooet [sic!] River where thousands of horse-
power is generated. There are in the municipality 120 miles of
good roads, all well macadamized or gravelled, and tributary
roads touching every small farm and residence in the town-
ship. There are seven post offices in Maple Ridge, and the
district is well served by this number.

Maple Ridge an old municipality

Port is the seat of local government, and is the most impor-
tant centre of the municipality. Hammond and Whonnock
being other towns of considerable size. All these centres are
well supplied with water, light, phone, and power. The taxes
are low, considering the improvements made by the council—
school tax and general purposes taxes aggregating but 12
mills on the dollar. Maple Ridge was the second rural munic
ipality to organize in British Columbia, and its municipal gov-
ernment dates back to 1874, when a poll was taken and W.H.
Harris was elected warden. Langley, just across the river, was
the first municipality to organize, antedating the Maple Ridge
organization by one year.

One important factor in the prosperous development of Maple
Ridge has been the United Farmers, a co-operative organiza-
tion of about 250 farmers, with warehouses and elevators at
Hammond, Whonnock, and Port Haney. This organization
buys for its members in quantity, flour, feeds, grains—crush-
ing and grinding the latter—fertilizer, lime, implements, etc.

The management is very conservative and careful, and busi-
ness is done on a margin of 3 percent and a cash basis. This
has permitted the union to save many thousands of dollars to
its members, and still pay a dividend of 8 percent on this capi-
tal stock. All stock is held by the members of the association.

Maple Ridge has an excellent agricultural society and its
annual exhibitions are features of the valley farming year. It
has an agricultural hall and grounds at Port Haney, and the
organization has had much to do with the development of the
district in past years.

Inducement to settlers

Probably no portion of the Fraser Valley offers the induce-
ments to settlers, especially on small farms, that are offered
by Maple Ridge. Here unimproved land can be purchased that
is suitable for fruit, berries, dairying or general farming with
very light clearing at prices ranging from $30 top $100 per
acre; close to school and church, on good roads, and within
miles of a shipping station. Probably [at] no place in the valley
can a man make good on so small capital as here, though he
should have sufficient money to purchase and clear his place,
at least partially, and be able to live until his canes come into
bearing. However, there are scores of men in the community
who arrived with little or less, who purchased their places on
long terms, built as they could and worked for wages in mill
or camp or brickyard and gradually improved and built up
their places, and now are making a comfortable living on their
small farms and look forward to competence.

Land prices are not unreasonable

Improved farms come as high as any place in the valley,
depending upon improvements, bearing orchards, bearing
berryfield and stocked and improved dairy farms bring high
prices, and capital is required to purchase these. Such lands
range in price from $150 to $400 per acre, and are money
makers. The man with little or no capital can come here and
can do as well or better than elsewhere, for work is plentiful
and wages are good. The berryfields insure work for some
weeks for every member of the family.

Industrial advantages offered

Maple Ridge has twelve miles of water frontage with forty feet
of water from any point on the southern border to the sea, and
large lumber carriers come up the river and load at the mill’s
dock at Hammond and Port Haney. As the mouth of the river
is dredged out and the channel made permanent, develop-
ment of the water frontage will take place from the sea up.

As this occurs, Maple Ridge can offer every inducement and
advantage that can be secured for very low prices and on any
kind of terms. Water is plentiful and rates are low. Light and
power are no cheaper anywhere in the province than here,
and there is ever advantage of transportation that any portion
of the Fraser Valley enjoys.
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MORE WHONNOCK NOTES

Transcripts from the Fraser Valley Record (1908-1912)
News about Whonnock in the Mission newspaper

Cemeteries in Whonnock
The history of WhonnocK's cemeteries
—includes cemetery records and transcriptions of the grave markers

The Trondheim Congregation

Our Norwegian settlers—minutes of the Lutheran Church in Whonnock

Through the Eyes of Brian and other Friends
Interviews, notes, and stories dating back to 1913

Whonnock 1897 —John Williamson’s Diary
One of the oldest records of daily life in Whonnock

Ferguson’s Landing: George Godwin’s Whonnock
A look at George Godwin's novel: The Eternal Forest

Robert Robertson and Tselatsetenate
WhonnocK's Scottish first settler and his family

A Name Index of the Whonnock Notes Series No. 1—7
Compiled by Eleanore Dempster

A Name Index of the Whonnock Community Association
Historical Project Summer 1985 Records Compiled by Eleanore Dempster

The Family of Catherine & Edward Julius Muench
Catherine was the sister of the wife of Robert Robertson

It Was a Wonderful Life, Brian and Isabel Byrnes
Brian and Isabel gave all to Whonnock

Whonnock’s Post Office
A history of the Whonnock post office, postmasters and assistants.

John Williamson's Diary Revisited
Now the complete text of a diary kept in Whonnock in 1986 and 1897.

The Case of Private Cromarty, a Soldier from Whonnock
The story of a mixed identity

A Dream Come True
The Story of Whonnock Lake Centre

The Ladies Club: Minutes 1911-1919
Whonnock women built and operated the first
Whonock community centre



