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Margaret Norman, taught ar the Thornhill school (she prefers to write Thorn Hill in two words) from 1959, 
when the school opened, until her transfer to Hammond in 1969. The following pages show her collection of photos 
of students and staff that she pasted in a self-made album. She also carefully wrote down the names of the students 
and staff with each picture. 

Photographs or other document about the Thornhill school are hard to find. I have yet to see for instance a photo of 
the building when the school was in operation. Also the Maple Ridge Museum and Archives has no photographs in 
its collection of the school, students, or staff. That makes Mrs. Norman’s album so special and that is why we owe 
her a special thanks for allowing her photos to be scanned and reproduced. 

Missing are the photographs of the  school year 1965–1966 and for the years after that the pictures of the older 
groups are missing. If anyone reading this has the missing photos please call me at 604 462 8942. We also need 
help to complete the names of the children on the photo of Div. 3 for the school year 1968 – 1969 (page 43). 

Fred Braches

Margaret Norman, recipient of the 
Whonnock Community Association’s 
“Volunteer of the Year” award in 2006
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1959 – 1960

Div. 1
Mr. Peacock
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1959 – 1960

Div. 2
Mrs. Norman
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Thornhill 
Elementary
1960 – 1961

Div. 1
Mr. Peacock
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1960 – 1961

Div. 2
Mrs. Norman
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1961 – 1962

Div. 1
Mr. Neligan 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1961 – 1962

Div. 2
Mrs.  Allan 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1961 – 1962

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1962 – 1963

Div. 1
Mr. Williams 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1962 – 1963

Div. 2
Mrs. Lanes 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1962 – 1963

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1963 – 1964

Div. 1
Mr. Williams 
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1963 – 1964

Div. 2
Mr. Watsyk
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1963 – 1964

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman  
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1964 – 1965

Div. 1
Mr. Williams  
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1964 – 1965

Div. 2
Mr. Watsyk   
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1964 – 1965

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman    
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1965 – 1966
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No photos yet for the school year 1965-1966.
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1966 – 1967

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman    
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1967 – 1968

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman    
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Thornhill 
Elementary 
1968 – 1969

Div. 3
Mrs. Norman    
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More information needed. 
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Back: Marie Thompson (substitute), Cynthia McKinley (physical education) , Freda 
Easy (school nurse). Front: Margaret Norman, Ben Scambler, Barbara Colosimone 
(secretary). [Undated]

Mrs. Lothrop, Mr. Williams, Mrs. Norman, Mr. Watsyk. Mrs Lothrop filled in for 
about a  month when Mr. Miler was ill. [1965]
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Mrs. Noreen Rintoul, Roy Lowther (visiting music teacher), Mrs. Irishwood (secre-
tary). Ben Scambler, Mrs. M. Norman. [1966–1967]

M. Norman, Mr. Scambler, Sharon Miller, Judy Chappel (secretary). [1968]
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Sue Schulze continues to have a stock of all Whonnock Notes handy at the Whonnock post office, providing easy ac-
cess to anyone who would like to buy a copy. We owe her thanks for doing this—and much more—for the promotion 
of the history and heritage of Whonnock. 

If you are not planning a visit to the Whonnock post office to get your Whonnock Notes please order from Fred 
Braches, PO Box 130, Whonnock BC V2W 1V9.  Phone (604) 462-8942. E-mail: braches@whonnock.bc.ca

Also available: Records of the Whonnock Community Association’s Historical Project, 1985.


